3 


1 
4 


'd at the 


Aſlizes 


HOLDEN AT 


2 


. 


uftice HOLT, 


AND 


jief-] 


„ 


The Lord Ch 


* 
» 


" 
4 


4568 the 5% 1501. 


D. 


E, 


EORGE OTANHOP 


Chaplain in Ordinary to His MA) 


D 


* 


* 


LONDON: 


* 
near 
* 

. 


* 


* 
* 


— 


* 


E. Collins, and are to be Sold by 7. 


$ 
aa 


„ 
* 


by 


. 
— 


* 


. 
at. 


Doe 


a 
| 


WITNESSES. 


| EXOD. xiii. Ver. 1. latter part. 
== Put not thine band with the Wicked, 
to be an Unrighteow Witneſs, 


HE Intention of theſe Aſſemblies 
zs never ſo eſfectually anſwer'd, as 
when Men go from the Courts 
of the King of Heaven, duly in- 
þ. 1 how to behave themſel ves 
in thoſe of his Vice-gerent Earth. In pur- 
ſuance of which Deſign, 4 formerly, in dais 
place, and upon a like occafion, given ſuch Di- 
rections, as ſeem d moſt neceſſary, to our Juries, 
which by the Conſtitution of this Kingdom are 
appointed to determine Controverſies, whether 
Civil or Criminal, ſo far as concerns Matter of 
Fact; I think it ſeaſonable, at preſent, to apply 
t my 
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tion or Complaint is to be f 


| ſtand that Expreſſion of 


Confederacies and Corrupt Proceedings 
Put not thine hand with the wicked, to be an unrigh- 


my ſelf to thoſe Perſons, by whoſe Evidence the 


Jurors are to govern themſelves in ſuch Deter- 
minations. To which I have ſingled 
out the words now read to you, from among 
ſeveral others, which relate to Judicial Proceed- 
ings. Wherein Almighty 


ſer His Duty, in the former part of the Verſe, 
nnen proceeds to 
warn thoſe, by whoſe Teſtimony ſuch Accuſa- 
, What will 
become Them to do, viz. That if ſuch falſe re- 
port be raf d, or preferr'd in Court, through Ma- 
lice, or Covetouſneſs, or any other corrupt Prin- 


ciple, EN by co 
it, nor | themſelves to countenance or par- 
1 For ſo I under- 


take in ſo villanous a practice. 


Ivor i: 
Text ; Not of that Ceremony of lifting up or 
laying the Hand upon the Book of the Law, uſed 
in adminiſtring of ſolemn Oaths among the Jews; 


but rather ( as the Phraſe is frequently taken ) 


for giving aſſiſtance to, or combining with Others, 
in their Undertakings and Defigns. And at ſuch 


| ,more eſpe- 
cially, the Command here ſeems to be level d ; 


tens Witneſs. 
In order then to leaving this Command, with 
its due force, upon the Conſciences of all, whoſe 


Circumſtances give them a concern in it; and 


rendring my Diſcourſe as ſerviceable as I can, to 
the regular adminiſtration of Juſtice, I —_ 


I God, by the Mouth of 
Moſes, having firſt taught the Plaintiff or Accu- 
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ſomething, as the time will give me lea upon 
theſe following Heads. w, 


J. I ſhall bew you, in what caſes aWit- 
Py, 1a fem 4 


n. 2 by, 1 hall inſtance in ſome of thoſe 
emptations, are apt to prevail 
Men to be ſo, n 
neſs of complying with them. And, 


m. Thirdly, 1 ſhall lay before you, in ſome mea- 
11 
in 


y 

| 

| 

| of preſcribing co him, him, what meaſures | 
ought to be ir ia his Evidence; that is to 

1 7 

PF 1. Firſt, Ir what be depoſe be not the -Tiavh. | 

Or, ; 

. 2. Secondly, If he ſuppreſs enmbeny 0 


_> 


— 


4 Sermon-preach'd at 


of what he is able to depoſe, that is, if it be nec 
; the whole Trath. Or, | 

3. Thirdly, If he add to what is ſo; for Wit- 
neſſes are no more allow'd to exceed, than to 
diminiſh ; and, as their Teſtimony muſt be the 
hole, ſo it muſt be Nothing but the Truth. 


he ſhall depoſe 


in 
Advantages 
one, or of the other. 
_ (tay to infiſt upon the 

haps 
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Diſtinctions, which have ex 

ſometimes too ſubtle Wits 
with relation to this matter. 
| ſhall = _— 
mony, it to 
is a two-fold ſort 


the 
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with our own Senſe and Opinion of thi 
repreſent them, as We at that preſent 
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not be able to come at a 
knowledge of things i 


ties of Humane Nature render the holieſt and 
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wrighteous Falſhood. For many times we may 
perfett and diſtinct 

in all their circumſtances; 
and therefore in ſuch caſes, where we fpeak to 
VP beſt of our Knowledge, though we ſhould 


happen to be in the wrong, yet this may be the 
of Errour and Miſtake, ſuch as the Infirmi- 


Men liable to. But as oft as we ſwerve 
Second Kind of Truth, that which con- 
ane 


bly be ignorant, what ur own inion 
5 thoſe things. So that 
I Truth, which conſiſts in delivering 


. * r 


r Ts Belief, is indipenabl) 
a 
y chargeable: wich: becauſe This is always in 
power, and we cannot offend withou! the 
ill, and a conſciouſneſs to our own ſelves, of 
IX vn IR wide 
= _”_— 
againſt | Rules 
does no kn that which i is really 
oes not know or think it to be 
ends leſs ; for it is to be obſervd 
occaſion, that, when I affirm, 
who ſpeaks falſly in the former - 
thereby of — ſpeak unrigh- - 
teouſly; 


what our Conſciences are conſtant- 


* 
* 
. 
* 
— 
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who utter them are ſtrictly and in lence 


not call'd to give their Senſe in 


therefore the 
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accountable for? The Errours oppoſite to the 


firſt ſort of Truth, we are principally liable to 
in matters of Science and 8 ation, in dark 


and difficult points: But e, in which our 


Courts require Mens Evidence, are not of a 


ſubtle and abſtruſe nature. Theſe Witneſſes are 


Queſtions of 
Law, which exceed their enſion, but in 


plain matters of Fact, which * level to the 
Capacity of every common Man. They are not 
ſummon d to declare the Intentions of the Doer, 
or thoſe Secrets of the Heart which no humane 
Eye can diſcern; any farther than Overt Acts 


and Circumſtances, viſible to every Eye, declare 


thoſe Intentions to any impartial Obſerver. And 


Qualifications requiſite in ſuch 
Teſtimonies are not Judgment, and Skill, and 


deep Learning, which might enable Men to 


make probable Conjectures in doubtful Caſes ; 
but Honeſty, and Fidelity, and unbyaſs'd Up- 
rightneſs of Heart, which may give a faithful 
relation of things that manifeſtly appear. So 


that he who is careful to recolle& what he 


knows, and to ſpeak exactly and impartially 
according to the beſt of his Knowledge; he 
who, belides the corrupt Principles, which | 
ſhall have occaſion to conſider by and by, keeps 
his Mind untainted by Negligence, and Incon- 
fiderarion, and COT this Man is. fo far 
clear of h of hteouſneſs, as to diſcharge the 
firſt branch of his Oath, by fs care that 


the 


4 
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the Evidence he gives ſhall be the Truth. 

2. But then he muſt be equally careful, in 
the ſecond place, that he deliver in the Whole 
Truth. 1 know not how it comes to pals, that 
Many perſons, who make a Conſcience of de- 
poſing any thing which is not true, do yet 
thiak themſelves at Ii 
as they ſee fit, of that which is true. When 


yet, to any man who conſiders at all, it evi- 


dently appears, that the End of all Teſtimo- 
ny is as perfectly defeated, and the Methods 
of Juſtice as much obſtructed, 
a part of the Truth, as by 
For the deſign of theſe Examinations being to 


Matters in iſſue, and to award accordingly ; 
and the 
a full 


entire view, not of One or Two, 


where Any of thoſe Circumſtances are omitted, 
the Judgment proceeding thereupon muſt needs 
be defective, becauſe it can only proceed upon 
©» ou es _-_ in Evidence. Thus, in an 
Inquiſition of Blood, if that which would 
prove a Malice prepenſe, be ſoften'd or left out, 
the Murderer eſcapes the Sword of Juſtice ; 
And on the other hand, if that which would 
ſhew the Priſoner to have acted in his own 
defence be ſuppreſs d, an Innocent man falls 
under the Condemnation of a Murderer. The 
caſe is proportionably the ſame in other, whe- 
ther Civil or Criminal, Enquiries z and 4 


berty to conceal as much 


have a right underſtanding of the Facts and 
ity of thoſe Facts depending upon 
but of All their Circumſtances taken together 3 


| 


Sentence and Effect of the Law is 


bly come up to the Merits of the Cauſe and 
the Parties concern d, or the true meaſures of 


which the Witneſs might and ought to come 


ry freedom, which takes place 


of Humane Society 


where 
the Caſe of Teſtimony 


ts. 
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though not by the atteſting to a Lye, yet dy 
a partial and imperf 


eX tion to the Truth. 
And the Awards or Puniſhments cannot poſſi- 


Right and Wrong; dut are under an abſolute 
neceſſity of ſwerving ſo much from the Rules of 
Equity, as the Teſtimony falls ſhort of that point 


to. 
hy readily granted, that a Man is 
not, at all times, and upon all occafions, obli- 
ged to declare the whole of what he knows ; 
no, not even when urg'd to it by the Que- 


ſtions of ſach as are very importunate to dif- 


cover it. But then this is only a Diſcretiona- 
in Private Con- 
verſation, in matters of leſs and particular im- 
, in caſes where ſuch Concealment is 
ial, and no way prejudicial to the Laws 
or Chriſtian Charity : In a 
word, where Prudence adviſes, and Duty no 
oppoſes, ſuch Silence and Reſerve. But 
in Courts of Judicature, 
is far otherwiſe. Here the Publick is concern d, 
and we are under a er and antecedent 
Engagement; Nothing can be ſuppreisd here 
without great and manifeſt injury to ſome Par- 
ty contending ; nay, without turning thoſe 
very methods of Law into the worſt Diſeaſe, 
which they who are aggriev'd flee to for Re- 


- 3 medy 
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all he knows to be true, 


are then in the hands of the Court, ad have 
ſenſe of the Law, without ſpeaking the Whole 


ever ſhall ſhuffle or ſoften the matter, in thoſe 


This forbids « Fault in the Excels, as the for- 


medy and Redreſs; juſlice it ſelf ſuffers, * 
we ought not, == — 
it 3 nay, we cannot do it, though we woul 

for, by ſubmitting to the Oath, 3 gi- 


ven away all the Liberty we had before; We 


made it impoſhble to ſpeak the Trath in the 


Trath. 
Whoever therefore, upon theſe Solemn Exa- 


minations, ſhall wittingly omit any Circum- 
(tance material to the point in debate; Who- 


Circumſtances which he does relate, by expreſ- 
ſing thoſe things as Doubtful, of which he is 
Certain 3 or, by wicked Equivocations , and 


ſtudied Reſerves, leaving thoſe Dark and Con- 


fuſed, which it is in his power to make Plain 


and Clear ; This Man, , though he know all 
te 0 be true, yet beca does not fay 


in his 
Evidence, and renders bimſelf an CO 


1 


Evidence, that it be Nothing but the Truth. 


— ——— — - 


and lay a 
certain in than the thing will naturally bear; 
tations up- 


on what they have ſeen or heard; ia ſhort, 


truth apprehend it; they blind the Eyes, or 


of Right and Wrong, 


rate. And no Conſideration can be ſufficient 
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have; when they tranſpoſe or diſguiſe, or any 
other way miſrepreſent the matter in queſtion ; 
when they are poſitive and peremptory in that 
which they m_ only ſome TY doubt- 
ful Suſpicion of ; or give undue weight to, 
ſtreſs upon what they are 


by putting falſe or forced Interpre 


when by any method contrary to _ the 
naked Fact honeſtly and fairly, as they do in 


impoſe upon the Judgment, of Them, who 


are to make this Teſtimony the Rule and 
Meaſure of their Determinations. For, of all 
the Subjects in the World, none is fo impro- 


r to exerciſe our Art and Eloquence u 
oof none where Rhetorick or Tricking s fo 


abſard, ſo infinitely miſchievous, as Diſputes 
of Guilt and Innocence. 
operties, and Reputations of 
our Brethren, are much too valuable to be fa- 


The Lives, and Pr 
crificed, too ſacred to be tamper'd with at this 


to prevail with a wiſe and good man, either 
to deliver a Falſhood, or to ſappreſs or over- 


| ſtraina Truth: As I ſhall now proceed to ſhow 


under my 


II. Second Head, wherein I promis d to lay 
down ſome of thoſe Motives, which uſually 


tempt Men to become Unrighteous Witneſſes z and 
to 
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10 prove the Un 3 of compl ying with 
them. 8 Ss 


What 1 have formerly deliver'd from this 


place concerning thoſe Corruptions in Judg- 
— which ariſe from ReſpeFing Mens Per- 
ſons, might excuſe any great enlargement upon 
this Head, Refpe of Perſons including all thoſe 
Motives, which byaſſe us in any Cauſe, and 


yet are foreign to the real Merits of it. But 


in regard I then addreſsd my ſelf in particu- 


lar to another ſort of Perſons, I ſhall not 


leave the application to be made at diſcretion 
to our preſent caſe; But, as then I labour d 


to prevent Unrighteous Judgment, ſo ſhall 1 


now, by diſcovering ſome ot the wicked roots 
from whence it is wont to grow, endeavour to 


prevent Uzrighteows Teſtimony. 


1. The Firſt 1 (hall mention is Hatred or Re- 


iv. venge. * the latter, * Solomon warns Men, 
Be not a Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour without 
cauſe, and deceive not with thy lips. Say not, 


will render the man according to his work. 
And of the former, David complains in the 


v. Caſe of Doeg, who by a malicious miſrepreſen- 
„ tation of the relief given him by Abimelech, 
brought the Anger of Saul, and an undeſerv'd 
Death, upon the High-Prieſt and his Family. 
Such Corruptions, it is to be feard, are but 

toe 
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I will do ſo to him, as be hath done to me, 1 


tze Axes at Maidſtone. 


i 


too frequent, among People violently bent 


againſt Perſons and Parties; Who add or di- 
minim; give a looſe to, or put a reſtraint 
upon their Tongues; do Wrong, or obſtruct 
Right; where any Prejudice or private Grudge 
hath d them: and abuſe the Coil 
Sword, as another fort of Men too often do 
the Military, by drawing it as a Weapon to 
revenge private Quarrels. 3 
i im we wank be free from this Tempta 
tion, let us preſerve perfect Charity; let us 
learn to forgive thoſe who have provok'd us, 
and lay aſide all manner of Reſentment ; let 
us conſider that our buſineſs here is to do 


Right, not to repay Wrong; and let us re- 
member, that to accuſe falſly, or to detract 


from the merits of any man in Judgment, is 
the very diſtinguiſhing Character of the Devil 
himſelf ; and does, above any other Sin, make 


us the Children of that Father of Lyes, whoſe 
conſtant work it is to flander the Brethren be- 


fore the Throne of G OD. 


2. Another no leſs dangero Extreme, which 
diſpoſes Men to be QUnrighteow Witneſſes, is, 
Partial Affection. Whether this grow 


tude for Kindneſſes formerly receiv'd , 
ment of Opinions or Intereſts, or whatever elſe 
that is apt to create a more than ordinary Love 
and Liking. Now where ſuch Affection hath 
taken place, it is too commonly eſteemd a 

matter 


from Ac- 
quaintance, Neighbourhood, Friendſhip, Grati- 
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Courteſie is it t 


is allow 'd to be particular or civil here, at the 


not de grateful or kind to One, by d 
lemn, ſo ſacred a nature, and ſo 


——— 


matter, Very excuſable, ſhall I fay > Nay, ra- 
ther lawtul and decent, and even a Duty, to 
manage one's Teſtimony to ſuch a Peitun's ad- 
vantage. This Complaiſance, I hope, does but 
ſeldom go ſo far, as the contriving an Evi- 
dence entirely falſe ; But where there is a foun- 
dation of Truth at the bottom, how ſmall a 


hought, to do That, which in 
effect comes much to one at laſt, to abate, I 

or to throw in a Circumſtance, and fo 
to model or ſet off an Evidence, that the falſe 
light we ſhow the matter in, may mitigate the 
Severity of the Law againſt a Friend in dan- 


ger ; or turn the balance of a Cauſe in favour 
of his Pretenſions? Now, in bar to all Per- 


ſwaſives of this kind, we muſt obſerve, that 
Courts of Juſtice are not places for expreſſing 
requiting Perſonal Obligations ; that no man 


expence of Right and Equity ; that we mult 

oing in- 
jury to Another; that in Enquiries of ſo ſo- 
publick im- 
nce, as thoſe of Civil and Criminal Cau- 


No private Engagements ought to have any 
place; And that it is a moſt prepoſterous Act 
of Friendſhip, to deal treacherouſly with our 
Great, 


vantage of his moſt holy Name, to patronize 


and give credit to a Lye; to proſtitute -our 7 


own Faith, and ſacrifice the Title or R 
tion of an Ad verſary, nay, the 


our Beſt Friend above, and take the ad- 


Protection of 
the 


the Aw at Maidſtone. 


| to receive from it, to a falſe Punctilio of Ho- 
nour, or our tendereſt concern for the deareſt 
Friend alive. Even that Great Friend above 
hath forbidden us to lye, or to deal deceit- 
fully for Him; He allows us ot to do evil, 
that good may come ; and, if we may not do 
it that Good may come, much leſs may we 
do it, when all the Good we can propoſe is 
attended and debaſed with © as 

of Evil 
Benefit is ir 


abu Compatn au Tendemg in ted. 
— the Blood of even an Offender. 


God forbid, that any Chriſtian Preacher ſhould 


-nature to all Mankind, which is 
Our Religion above any other 


But ſure we may have leave, nay, we ought in- 
we a little upon this occaſion 
— 2 -narurd Men. For 

due then to the In- 
Fogg ry 2 And can there be a 
Tenderneſs, than that which ex- 
the Guilty 
Honeſt Sufferers, No conſidera- 


common Safety , 


the Law, and all the Security the Subje&t ought 


| tht is x eve was bn che Wards: 


only, but hath no 


No remorſe for 
* 
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and to chooſe thoſe for: its Objects, who have 


Protection; Let us help Them to R ht that 
ſuffer Wrong ; or, at leaſt, let us take the beſt 
care we can, that they who have done the 
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the Boldneſs given to rampant and triumphant 
Villany; by the Impunity of Malefactors ? Is 
This indeed a mark of Good-nature, to affiſt 
Injuſtice in eluding and outbraving the Laws; 


not only deſerv'd to dye, but who cannot live 
without the Sin and R 


Men > Such Mercy is the greateſt Barbarity, 
or (to ſay the gentleſt thing it can poſſibly 
bear) the moſt inconſiderate, moſt dangerous, 


moſt miſplac'd Pity, that any eaſie good man 


can, and ſuch as no wiſe good man will 


ever, 
ſuffer himſelf to be led away with. If then we 


will be merciful, let us be ſo to them whom the 
Laws, and all good Men, find worthy their 


Wrong may ſmart for it; and be made . ſuch 


For what we conceal in ſuch caſes, we become 
aceſſory to; And therefore, if no r 
Good, and to the Publick, will overweigh this 


fooliſh Pity to them who have render d their 
condition unfit for it, let us at leaſt. take care 
how we be cruel to our ſelves, and run the 

riſque of an Eternal, to preſerve ſuch wretches 
from a Temporal Puniſhment. 


4. Fourthly, 


eproach of thoſe who 
ſave them, and the extreme hazard of better 


a Terrour to others, that it be done no more. 


egard to the 


, ee — CCCC 
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dangerous Enemies. Any thing, in a word, by 


_ themſelves ferv'd but by halves, 
_ of their Dependents be not at their de- 
take up * Jexebels Stratagem, and mult 


dee any thing , 


are to be met with, 


4 Fourthly, The Laſt and moſt prevailing 
Temptation to this Sin is Intereſt. Under which 
I comprehend Ambition and Covetouſneſs, Fear 
of diſpleaſing powerful Friends, or of 


which the Men wiſe for this World hope to 
raiſe or to ſecure their Fortunes. When gree- 
dy Deſires, and proſtituted Conſciences, form 


ſuch Conſpiracies, as Solomon deſcribes, (Prov. i. 
iy wet fir bed: let 


11,1 3 and let ws 


World (who, 1 


Inſolence too uſual, count 


1 aboth's Life, in order to ſeize his Vine- 


mercenary 

on of ſuch. Patrons; and are ready to murder 
_ the Word of command : When, to ſerve a 
action, profligate wretches are provided to al- 
h never ſo falſe, never 
like + thoſe Witneſſes 
Rebe eſus, ſo induſtriouſiy — * ſo imper- 
tinently receiv'd, by the Chief Prieſts and El- 


yard: When theſe Sons of Belial with their 
Oaths aſſiſt the Avarice and Oppreſſi- 
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againſt the + Matt. xxvi. 


Mark xiv. 


ders : In theſe Circumſtances men, too many, 


putting their hand with the Wicked, to be Un- 
C 2 righteous 


who make no ſcruple of 


28 
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declar'd, that Falſe 'Vitneſſes 


righteows Witneſſes ; without any regard to GOD, 
or Truth, or Honeſty, or Juſtice: An End is 
to be ſerv'd, and be that never fo wicked, the 
World is bad enough to furniſh fit Inſtruments 
for it. Though, God knows, they ſeldom find 
the account they propoſe, and it is certain they 
never can propoſe any, which can be a ſuffi 
cient compenſation for their Villany. For he 
that cannot lj e hath frequently and ſolemnly 
ſhall not go nnpu- 
ziſbed, that they ſhall aſſuredly periſh, that He 


will not hold him guilileſs, that is, that man 


ſhall be ſeverely reckon'd with, and purſued 
by inexorable Vengeance, who takes bis Name 


him, who by being bribd, into Falſhood, or 


out of Truth, hath inſur'd this Curſe as a Pre- 


io to himſelf > Where was the advantage 
of JezebeF's Favour to thoſe ſuborn'd wretches, 
who. depos d according to her dictate and di- 
rection, when She her ſelf became a Prey 
Dogs ſo very quickly after > And if other 
Suborners meet not the ſame fate, yet is their 
Favour of as little duration as it is of worth. 
Men naturally ſoon begin to hate and ſcorn 
the mercenary Inſtruments of their own Wic- 


kedneſs: They grow fick of Them, who are 


conſcious to it, and the very fight of whom 
reproaches their Baſeneſs, and awakens the Ter- 
rours of their own Conſciences. But if ſuch 
corrupt Creatures are for themſelves. yet 
what is the reſult of thoſe Combinations men- 

5 tion'd 


ko - 


the Geer ak Maidſtone. 


tion d juſt now from — Query due your 
Eyes a few Verſes farther, and you ſhall fee the 
miſerable Concluſion of all their boaſted Pro- 


in the way with them, (3. e. with Sinners, that 
woeld entice thee to ſuch practices) reſtahe 
n For they lay wait for 
their own blood, they lurk privily for theiv own. 
lives ; So are the ways every one that is gree- 
dy of gain, which taketh away the life of the 
owners * 80 2 deceitful are all 
the mi vantages w vain men promiſe 
— upon theſe occaſions; ſo far from 
anſwering the large expectations they once fond- 
ly cheriſh'd from them, ſo full of bitterneſs - 
and miſery in the end. And therefore Every 
Man, who is call'd to give publick Teſtimony, 
ſhoald in the- firſt place ſettle it in his Heart, 
to abandon all 
fear the Perſon of no Man, 
mighty, to make High and — Rich and 
Poor, as indeed they are in theſe reſpects, Equal; 
To regard nothing but Truth and the Merits of 
the Caule ; 2 come fully perſwaded, that the 
God, — Name he bears juſt reverence to. 
will be a more bountiful Rewarder; and a 
more ſure Protection againſt any Odiim his 
Imp can poſſibly draw upon bim; and the 


elle Confideration, a more ſolid Comfort, a a 
more faithful Friend, than all the Counte- - 
nance and Carefſes of the . 


private _— whatſoever, to + 
never ſo 


tion of his own Conſcience a more va- 


ſpects and golden Joys; *:My Son, walk, not then vert 15,18, 


19. 


cipated what would - have causd me to en- 
lange upon my 


chief of. offendi —_ 

80 horrible indeed are Theſe, of ſuch a fatal 

' influence, and fo vaſt extent, that- I know not, 

| it de in the power of Words fully to 
No Colours are black enough 


up 
ich the 
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in iflue, Any . regard for the Benefits of Socie · 
ty in general, Or any tenderneſs for their own 
Souls: And a very few words will ſuffice to 
ſhew, how y Each of theſe are injur d, by 


an Unrighteows Witneſs. 


1. Firſt, The Perſons concern'd in the Iſſue 


of the Cauſe are very evidently very gtievouſly 


injur d: And of what nature or conſequence 
ſoever this Injury be, ( ſappoling the Judges to 


at uprightly ) the whole devolves at- laſt up- 


a Man's putting his hand with the Wicked, to be 


21 


dence. The Uſe and Neceſſity of Witneſſes pre- 
ceeds from hence, That matters of Fact are ne- 


ceſſary to be known, and yet not poſſible to be 


known in a Legal way, otherwiſe than by the 


tions of Perſons, who.were conſcious to, 
and are calFd to teſtifie concerning, them. 

this I term the only. 
Whatever li 
may have, : 


neſſes are our laſt reſort, where the whole mat- 


ter reſts ; the main Springs, upon which the 
Controverſie turns. And con- 


Event of every 
ſequently Theſe are chargeable with the Mif- 


chiefs: and Injuſtice of all thoſe undue. 


Legal Knowledge, becauſe A 
ht into the Cauſe the Tryers of it 
by any private or perſonal know 
ledge of their own, yet in their pablick. Capa- 
N ny Jurors, they Ay as I have + 
urg d more largely heretofore) to proceed up- 
= ſuch Nedcts « only, as reſule. from the Proofs | 
produced upon the Tryal. So that the Wit- 
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humane nature (frail | 
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will not ſuffer them to prevaricate, upon any 
Worldly Confiderations whatſoever. Again, Be- 
cauſe it is not impoſſible, that there may be now 
and then found a Wretch ſo profligate, as to break 


theſe moſt Solemn Engagements; hence 
uſually Two Witneſſes are requir'd ; It be- 
ing et lev probable that Two ſhould be thus 
abandon'd than One ; Or, if they be, yet they 
will be more eaſily —_— their tne, by 
crois examining, comparing and confronting | 
Evidence, and obſerving the Agreement and Diſ- 
11 Thus the Condition 
moſt important affairs in this life admits 
78 greater Security, than a Moral Certainty ; 
No more can be had for our Liberties, our Ho- 
nours, our _ our own. me 4 
ain is grounded upon a umption, 
> pee rat to Truth _ 
not dare to teſtifie falſly. Upon that ſingle Hinge 
all Diſtriburive Jaſtice turns. And ore T 
who abuſe this Preſumption, and violate ſo mani- 
fold a Tye upon their Conſciences, are the laſt, 
the moſt profligate, the moſt pernicious of all 
Mankind ; They are not to be look d upon in 
quality of Villains injurious to Private 
bur to be abhorr'd as Common Enemies ; they 
ſtrike at the Root of all Law, and all Juſtice ; 
and, as much as in them lies, undermine the only 
Foundation upon which Society and Government 
can ſtand. And if theſe Monſters ſhould be ſuf- 
fer'd to multiply among us, it would even be 
high time to disband and return to Dens and 
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ygers 
to be devour'd by Beaſts of Prey, than to be thus 


abandom d all Senſe of GOD and Religion, as 


27 


—_ 


— — — 


theſe terms, Mankind 


Deſarts again : For, u 


z and it would move leſs indignation 


worry'd and torn in pieces, by the Bloody, the 
Mercenary mouths of one another. 
3. The Laſt thing I propos d to alledge for ter- 


Guilt and Miſchief drawn down by it upon the 


— much more fly converſe with Wolves 


rifying Men from Ozrighteows Witneſſang, is the 


Offenders own Heads. I know not well what 
Succeſs can faitly be expected from an A 


rgument 
of this kind, upon Wretches who have ſo far 


to-proſtitate their own Faith, and the Name of 
the Moſt High, to Corruption and Deceit.. But 


whether ſuch will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, it is My 
Witneſſes contract a Guilt, as complicated as the 


Duty to warn them, that Falſe 
Injuries done by them 5 They openly and im- 


profanation of their Oath ; They offend - againſt 


varication 


for by abetting it, they have made it their own. 


the Fifth by impoſing upon the Magiſtracy, and 
defeating the great purpoſes of Government; 
They become obnoxious to the Sixth, if this Pre- 
d from Malice; to the Eighth, if 
tempted to it by unjuſt Gain; to All thoſe, in a 
word, which the Crime they abet is liable to; 


And I muſt add, that their Allegations for the 
Priſoner, when unjuſt, are exceeding criminal 
before God, perhaps not leſs than if taken 
upon Oath. For, though for Civil Reaſons; Men 

| m 


pudently violate the Third Commandment, by the 
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in moſt Criminal Cauſes are not permitted 
againſt the King, and what they ſay 
the Malefactor will not amount to 
ry, yet I make no doubt but God wil 
moſt ſeverely with LR0g, "do uhe WIN 
of checking or iverting he courſe 
Nike expects, that no man ſhould make 


open Court, of any — 


ſafely, bind upon Nc 

And if This be the Condition of Unrighteoxs 
IVitzeſſes, what Repentance can be ſufficient for 
ſo barbarous, ſo miſchievous, ſo irreparable, ſo 


manifold an Injuſtice > What Reproach, what 


Torments, are reſerv'd for them who commit it. 


and do not 'repent ? Surely if there be Any 
Creature 2 


ſet themſelves to turn 


ws, tear up the Foundations of Civil Society, 


renounce (nay, even defie) God, and dare His 


aſt maki implication at leaſt) 
— 4 89 of recei- 
ime and bis bleſſed Goſpel, and 


a known Falſhood. 
ings are readful barely but to mention, 


but the practice of them is moſt amazingly im- 


pious 
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prous baſe z and and no better, 
every Reſpect 
| ſuch, 
Z K who, for any 
the caſe 
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